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MESSAGE FROM MR. LESTER 
 

 Warm greetings and salutations, family.  It has been an OUTSTANDING month of October, and we have 
much to be thankful for. We celebrated Respect Week combined with Spirit Week, and Violence Prevention 
Week. During the month, students and staff were involved in a number of activities such as signing pledges 
against HIB and violence, participating in a week-long class challenge, which culminated with our first PEP 
Rally in quite some time. The competition was tough and fair. I believe the Class of 2016 prevailed. They didn’t 
win all the events but they demonstrated and showed they have a lot of BLACK & GOLD soul. As a matter fact, 
ALL of the classes showed a high level of school spirit that held the rain back so that we could showcase the 
talent at PHS.  We also conducted grade level assemblies that featured guest speakers on topics such as 
bullying. 
 Our juniors, sophomores, and freshmen all participated in the PSAT examination…it was a very successful 
testing day.  The Powder Puff football game was a very exciting event.  In a tough battle, the senior girls were 
able to hold off the junior ladies.  
 If you want learn more, please read on, especially if you want to find out who won the Principal’s 
Challenge… 
 
 

 
Strength & Honor 

 
 
 

 
 

PHS HAPPENINGS  
 
HOMECOMING WEEK 
 
The week of October 5, 2015, was celebrated in 
true P-way fashion.  It was our annual 
Homecoming/Spirit Week.  Our students were 
involved in a variety of fun activities centered on a 

“Cartoon” theme.  Each grade level did a great job 
in transforming our hallways into the decorated 
cartoon theme to which they were assigned. Staff 
members were asked to judge the competition. 

 
Hallway Decoration Results: 
 

First Place-Monsters Inc. by the Seniors 
Second Place-Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles by the Juniors 

Third Place-Adventure Time by the Sophomores 
Fourth Place-Wreck-It-Ralph by the Freshmen 



 
 

Senior Hallway – Monsters Inc. 
 
 

  
       Junior Hallway – Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles                 Sophomore Hallway – Adventure Time 
 
 

 
              Freshmen Hallway – Wreck-It Ralph 



 
 
 
Students also participated in our annual Homecoming/Spirit Week daily theme competition and the results 
were tallied each day.   
 
Monday, October 5th was Superhero Day 
Tuesday, October 6th was Sports Day 
Wednesday, October 7 was Wacky Wednesday 
Thursday, October 8th was Vacation Day 
Friday, October 9th was Black and Gold Day 
 
Spirit Week:  The totals for all five days are as follows: 
 

First Place - Seniors 1690 
Second Place - Freshmen 1605 
Third Place - Sophomores 1495 

Fourth Place - Juniors 1470 
 
The Homecoming Dance was also a huge success and students danced all night to the sounds of DJDeuce!!!  
 
At the dance we also announced our Homecoming Court as follows: 
 

Senior Homecoming King and Queen 
Brianna Thorn and Peter Nagy 

 

 
 
 
 

Junior Homecoming Prince and Princess 
Danelys Paula and Nazir James 

 
Sophomore Homecoming Dutch and Duchess 

Ky’Lyn Lampkin and Nasir Morris 
 

Freshman Homecoming Lord and Lady 
Ailen Chavez and Nick Recine 



 
We had another great Powder Puff Football Game featuring the Senior and Junior Girls of Piscataway High 
School. Although it was close for most of the game, the Seniors did manage to pull away in the end with a 14-0 
victory. Good job from everyone involved!!! 
 

 
 
MAKERSPACE, by Mr. Guarino 

 

Its lunch time at Piscataway HS Friday 

September 25, 2015, where I am exploring the 

possibility of creating a Makerspace. 

 
A Makerspace is a place where students can gather 

to create, invent, tinker, explore and discover, using 

a variety of tools, materials and kits.  

I planted a few of our electronics kits on one of the 

most popular tables in the Café (Prime real-estate) 

and positioned a makeshift “Makerspace” sign on 

all four sides of an empty computer paper box, I 

then stepped back and waited patiently as a good 

fisherman does.  

 
Several students soon to be (Makers), were curious 

and eventually made their way over to the table. 

They took the bait! I suggested that they try to 

complete one of the projects. After that, it was on. 

The table transformed in to a magnet, students 

brought their lunches over and just started 

“Making.” The excitement and enthusiasm spread 

like wild fire, the only rule was that there were no 

rules, innovation at its finest. No Pressure. 

One Maker, Michelle, took charge of the wireless 

Rover kit and went to work, while another student 

joined in. Their collaboration yielded a moving 

vehicle within minutes. 

 
Ben and several other Makers, Christer, Jason and 

Bryan, were tinkering away on the other Snap 

Circuit kits, where they designed circuits that 

launched a propeller, and powered a lamp, in series 

and another in parallel.  

 
Incorporating a Makerspace in our school just 

seems right. This gives students another option to 

consider after they have had their lunch or want to 

do something before or after school where their 

creativity can be unleashed. Ready, Set, Make! 

If you have an idea or suggestion that you would 

like us to consider to for our Makerspace, please 

see Mr. Guarino in D216 or B118.  

To be continued…. 



 
 
KUDOS 

Mrs. Benjamin, Physical Education teacher, would 

like to extend special kudos to three of her students 

who have demonstrated a true “P-way Positive 

Attitude.”  We welcome the opportunity to 

recognize these students. 

 

Matthew Vayo, (Grade 11) - During a game, 

Matthew took the lead in helping a special needs 

student, who was on the opposing team, score two 

points. He not only took it upon himself to help her 

but also encouraged his team to let her score two 

points against them. The special needs student was 

smiling from ear to ear from her accomplishment! 

This happened on two different occasions during 

game play. EXTRAORDINARY!!!  

 

Joshua Russell (Grade 10) & Ty’Liq Ritter (Grade 

10) - The class was playing “King of the Court” 

which is a competitive fast paced volleyball game in 

which students are continually playing different 

teams every 1-2 minutes. After each of these 

gentlemen played a new team, regardless of whether 

they lost or won, they gave a high five to each 

opposing classmate and said “good job.” They did 

this consistently throughout the entire game to each 

classmate they played! EXTRAORDINARY!!!! 

 

              
 
COMMUNITY BASED INSTRUCTION (CBI) 
OCTOBER TRAVELS 
Students who enrolled in the CBI course at 
Piscataway High School travelled to our state 
capital as well as right down the road this month. 
On October 9, the students participated in the NJ 
Disability Pride Parade. The students engaged with 
vendors and agencies that support people with 
disabilities throughout the state. A number of PHS 
students and alumni performed a Bollywood dance 
in the exhibition space of the parade with the 

ATTACHAVI Foundation. The students also had a 
photo opportunity with the Mayor of Trenton, the 
Honorable Eric Jackson.  
 
Later in the month, the students walked through 
Green Acres to the Municipal Complex. They 
toured the police station and met with Captain 
Cartmell and Detective Louglin. The next stop 
brought them to the Mayor’s office.  While there, 
they spoke with the town administrator and 
administrative assistant. Each student had their 
picture taken in the council chamber.  

 
 

  
 
 
 
 



 
SUPERCHIEF MARCHING BAND 
Congratulations to the Superchief Marching Band 
for taking first place in the October 10 marching 
band competition held at West Orange High 
School. The Superchiefs also took home the 

special caption awards for best music, best color 
guard, best music effect, and best overall effect.  
WELL DONE! 

 

 
 
RESPECT WEEK/SCHOOL VIOLENCE AWARENESS WEEK 
 
We celebrated School Violence Awareness Week, 
which consisted of two days of presentations; 
Monday, October 19 & Thursday, October 22 along 
with the observance of Unity Day, Wednesday, 
October 21.  
  
Presenter, Sgt. First Class Gregory Williams from 
the NJ State Police, Office of Public Affairs, 

presented to the entire PHS student body. His 
presentation consisted of a video that involved 
several school shootings. He encouraged the 
students to be a friend to someone who may need 
help; along with changing the culture of their 
school, by making friends.  He advocates no 
fighting nor spreading of rumors.  

 

 
 
In his closing, he emphasized three important 
points used to decrease school violence & bullying: 

1. “If you see something in school that is a 
concern, say something” 

 

2. “If you hear something or see something on 
social media, say something”   

3. “Take pride in performing school security 
drills.



 
 

Pacer National Bullying Prevention Center 
recognized October 21, 2015, as Unity Day, and 
the entire school was asked to wear Orange.  
Everyone came together to send the Orange 

Message of support, hope and unity in the school 
against bullying and support a safe educational 
environment. 

 
During “Week of Respect” many students at PHS took the Pledge: 

 
Stand Up!  Be a Chief against Bullying  

As a student of Piscataway High School 
I will treat people as I wish to be treated 

I believe that everyone has the right to a free and safe school community 
Therefore, I pledge to: 

 

 Understand that PHS is a Special Place 

 Inspire the Best in Myself and Others 

 Care About Others by Demonstrating Acts of Kindness 

 And Stand Up Against Bullying Whenever & Wherever I See It.  

Anti-Bullying Pledge results:  
 

1ST Place Freshmen – 346 
2nd Place Sophomores – 281 

3rd Place Seniors – 264 
4th Place Juniors – 200 

 

Congratulations to the Class of 2019!  
 

 

A special thanks to the volunteers: Brittany 
Ocasio 12th, Alexis Smith 12th , Jordyn Golson 12th  
Nydell Nalls 12th  Bryan Cifuentes 12th Saif Yassim 
12th  Danielle Ahn 12th Cristina Rodriguez 12th 
Michelle Nwafulume 12th  Samantha Avellanosa 
12th , Autumn Kelly 12th Alanna Williams 12th,  Alvin 
Viguilla 12th , Bruno Salgado 12th, Farrah Shallan 
11th, Bivi Baby 11th , Olivia Greene 11th, Janani 
Subramanian 11th  Shruti Mantha 10th , Swetha 
Nandakumar 10th , Sanja Sukumaran 10th, Erick    

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Mendoza 10th Klaudine Celario 10th Patricia Suan 
10th,  Long Du 1010th , Kasey Dang 10th ,Maheeen 
Aman 9th, Diya Patel 9th , Brandon Ramirez 9th, 
Danielle Soto 9th Diya Patel 9th  Donna Bardecker 
9th, Ryan Hagg 9th 
 
 
 

                                                                                                                                                      

 
 
 
 



BREAST CANCER AWARENESS MONTH      
On October 16, staff and students were asked to 
wear pink in support of Breast Cancer Awareness 
Month.  We had an overwhelming response to this 
request in bringing awareness and commitment to 

ending breast cancer.  Students and staff were 
encouraged to hang a sign in the front of their 
classroom with the name of the person they were 
honoring. 

       
 
INTERNATIONAL OCEAN AWARENESS STUDENT CONTEST 
 
Piscataway High School student, Mary Dvorsky 
won an honorable mention in the 2015 International 
Ocean Awareness Student Contest.  As one of the 
selected winners from over 1,100 high-caliber 
submissions from 35 countries, Mary's art work will 
be featured in galleries and merchandise sent 
around the world. Mary’s entry visually illustrates 
the impact of plastics in our oceans by transforming 

the anatomy of a sea turtle into a variety of plastic 
items while incorporating color to represent the 
deterioration of our oceans.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
ELIJAH BARNWELL - PLAYER OF THE WEEK 
 

Piscataway junior running back Elijah Barnwell now stands just 14 yards away from becoming the Chiefs’ 
career yardage leader.   
 
Check out this story on mycentraljersey.com: Piscataway's Barnwell is Football Player of the Week 
  

  

 

    

  

    

Piscataway's Barnwell is Football 
Player of the Week 

Piscataway junior running back Elijah 

Barnwell now stands just 14 yards away from 

becoming the Chiefs’ career yardage leader. 

 View on mycj.co  Preview by Yahoo  

 

 

 
 

       

  

 

http://mycj.co/1RCtltR
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MISS TEEN NEW JERSEY COMPETITION 
 
Piscataway High School Senior, Tasha Bethea, 
smiles at the camera in her classic black lace over 
wine-red dress in her promotional picture for the 
Miss New Jersey Teen USA Competition. 
Tasha was elegant and poised as she swept across 
the stage in her classic cream gown on the first day 
of the competition, Saturday, October 11. There 
were 82 contestants from all over New Jersey who 
competed over the weekend to gain the Miss 

New Jersey Teen USA crown.  Although Tasha did 
not win the crown (this year!), she did make it into 
the top 20% of the competition, surviving the brutal 
80% cut to make it into the semi-finals along with 
only 18 other contestants on Sunday, October 12. 
Congratulations, Tasha! 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PRINCIPAL’S CHALLENGE FOOD DRIVE 
 
Mr. Lester and Mr. Clark, Principal of North 
Brunswick High School, agreed to a food drive 
challenge.  The rules of this challenge were 
whichever school donated the most canned goods 
would have the winning school’s principal “pie” the 
other school’s principal during half-time at the 
October 16th football game in North Brunswick.  

Well, guess who won?  The pictures below will tell 
the story.  The true winner that evening was the 
Middlesex County Food Organization and Outreach 
Distribution Service.  Between both schools, we 
donated a combined total of over 1,300 cans of 
food, which will be given to needy families in the 
Middlesex County area.  Thank you to all who 
contributed to this very worthy cause. 

 
 
And to top off the evening, Piscataway Chiefs won the football game, 42-18.  Go Chiefs!! 
 

  
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 



 
IMPORTANT DATES: 
 
October 30 – FBLA Haunted Halloween 
November 5 & 6 – NJEA Teachers’ Convention.  No school for students 
November 11 – Teacher In-Service.  No school for students 
November 12 – End of the 1st Marking Period 
November 12 – ICCA Volleyball Tournament 
November 12 – 14 – Fall Play 
November 18 – NCAA Clearing House/College Athletic Workshop 
November 26 – Faculty Talent Show 
November 26 – Thanksgiving Day Football Game (home) 
November 30 – PTSO General Meeting 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

H a p p y  H a l l o w e e n ! 
 
 


